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THE SILENT NOISE OF OPPRESSED IN MAHASWETA DEVI'S
'SHRI, SHRI, GANESH MAHIMA'

Dr. Vandana Chauhan,
ABSTRACT

Indian culture in known as the oldest age old and deep-rooted culture throughout the
world. In Indian culture, the society is categorised by the Aryans according to Varna systems.
There are mainly three types of classes in Varna systems i.e.-Brahmins, Kshastriyas, Vaishyas
and the Sudras (or the native Dravidians). Further, the Sudra is divided into two categories-the
polluted and the non-polluted groups according to their occupation.

In ancient Indian, people were categorised in different classes as per their nature of job.
Unfortunately when this class distribution transformed into castes system, nobody knows. People
belonged to different castes bear different status in society and behave in different manner of

living.
Keywords — Class systam, Gender.

The Sharvana and Sudra become the two category in Indian society. On the one hand,
where Sharvana included the Brahmins, who assigned for the work of worship of God, show and
guide for the spiritual path and the Kshatriyas, became the warrior and landlords and they both
enjoy high status is society while on the other hands those people who were doing the menial
work of sweeping, butchering, cleaning up and removing the dead bodies etc. Thus, the Sudra
became the victim of discrimination and hatred. Aryans didn't placed dalits in any category in

four Varna, even they referred them as ' fifth class’ or 'out caste' or ‘panchamas’ etc. Many terms
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are used for Shudras such as untouchable, dalits, down- trodden and the our caste. Behaviours
and rules for hindu society decided by Shravana castes and hence they made this untouchable as
oppressed one and assumed themselves as superior. Landlords earned profit, accumulated wealth
while Shudra's position is not more than a slave of Shravanas, work round the clock and
remained penniless, devoid of food and shelter. Moreover, the Shudra didn't have any right to
speak and to give voice to the injustice doing by the Shravana, because of the one-sided rules and
laws made by the Shravana and in this way, the untouchable's condition became worsen day by
day and hence untouchable became downtrodden. In addition of it, many restrictions have
imposed on low-caste people such as to clean the road on which they walked, not allowed to
stepped inside the temple of high class, not permitted to draw water from the wells that belonged
to Shravana caste, even they didn't allow to get education or to wed-in-lock according to their
wish, to choose their profession, to give words to their pain, to express themselves, overall the
dalits didn't have any right or freedom, they must follow their masters word by word while for
whom they are more than a slave and their master behaved worse than animal write them. Thus,
exploitation by the hands of upper class was the destiny of lower class.

Unfortunately, the roots of discrimination is so deepen is our society that this bad evil is
still breathing in the present century not only is rural area among illiterate while in urban area
also, where a large portion of the population is literate and highly qualified.

Many learned and critics have the defined the meaning of the word 'Dalit'. The most
ancient word 'dalit' is divided into two parts, 'dal' — is a verb, meaning to have down, to
weakened, to crack, to split, to be broken, trodden down, scattered, crushed, be low, feeble etc.
Many great persons such as Elza Tamez, Massey, Mahatma Gandhi etc gave different definition
of this word. Many renowned pen-writers like Arundhati Roy, Munshi Prem Chand, Rohinton
Mistry, Raja Rao and Mulk Raj Anand reflected the problems of dalits through this pen. In
addition of it, many great poets such as L.S. Rokade, Vilas Rashinkar, Tryambak Sapkale and
Waman Kardak focused their creation on this evil prevailed in Indian society.

Mohan Das Karam Chand Gandhi had given the title of "Harijans' to the downtrodden
class and did many reformative work for them.

Later on, for the protection, welfare and up liftment of dalits many missions, leaders and
voluntary organization came forward. In ancient Indian, Gautam Buddha and Mahavira rejected
the casticism, began a new religion of humanity, set some principles for life inspite of

worshipping idols. In 19" century, Brahmo Samaj Arya Samaj and Rama Krishna Mission came
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into existence. Guru Ghasidas, a dalit sikh reformer started Satnami Movement. In addition of it,
reformation movement for the dalits section has started by pen writers. Many intellectuals,
academicians, authors, poet and novelist fight against this evil trait and give voice to the pain and
misery of dalits. More or less they get success in their mission of changing thoughts and
mentality of a large section of people. Some of the renowned reformer writers such as Mulk Raj
Anand (Untouchable), Arundhati Roy, (The God of Small Things), Valmiki (Shavayatra) and the
Megasis awardee Mahasweta Devi, she is a bengali writer and a social reformer who had devoted
her whole life for improving the social status of this class. She became the voice of the dalits
who face brutality of high class people since time immemorial. With the help of her picturesque
writings she gets success in making the readers understand, realize and feel the pain of dalit
section. Moreover, the down trodden section also encouraged that they arose their voice and
revolt against the tyranny of the upper class. The best example of it has seen in her work entitled
'Sri Sri Ganesh Mahima", throws light on the suffocation as well as the protest of dalits through
her traditional stereotyped characters such as Lachhima, Mohar karan and Haaroa symbolises
physical, mental, sexual and social exploitation of the upper class.

Mahasweta works on downtrodden section of the Indian society and females whether
they belong to dalit samaj or the shravan class, are always remain the victim in the hands of
male-dominating society. In patriarchal society, men have freedom to live their life as per their
own wish while females are bound, she has to live under the supervision of her father, brother,
husband and son.

A female is facing gender discrimination in every role such as a mother, a daughter,
sister, daughter-in-law and a wife. Such as we have been such gender disparity in this story of a
small village where Medininarayan, bodyguard to the Zamindar of Nawagarh, Mahasamund
district, Chattisgarh, blessed with a unique featured son, Ganesh, after the pilgrimage to the three
places. Medininarayan was longing for a male child. He had five girl child from three wives.
After the birth of boy child, Ganesh, Medini Singh became very careful that evil shadows of his
wives and daughter would fall on Ganesh that’s why he sent his both wives, Badki and Majhli,
back to their their parental house after a lot of fuss because they were both 'mothers of daughters'
(Devi-2003 : 1). All the five daughters of Medini Singh got married and were sent to their
respective in-laws, never to look back at their parental house.

Medini Singh kept Lachhima, a low-caste woman and her grand-mother Gulal in charge

of Ganesh's upbringing and household chores. Medini Singh represents a true rajput landlord and
THE UHRI RESEARCH JOURNAL of Geographical And Environmental Studies ( Peer Reviewed) 3




ISSN : 2249-8702 (Print)

like "in every malik household, it was usual to keep a woman™ (Devi 2003, 83). He was really a
cruel women-hatred man either the woman was in his relation such as his wife, daughters or
outside his relation such as his keep who belong to dalit samaj. Women with when he married,
meant for reproducing male heir for him and his empire while dalit woman as a keep in landlord
house, is responsible to take care of his empire of corn, paddy, maize, rabi, crop, molasses, milk,
cream etc, all these done by Gulal and to fulfill his insatiable sexual desire, Lachhima is there,
did in exchange of three bighas land, "I'll give you three big has of land, and ten rupees a month.
When you leave you'll get a cow™ (Devi 2003, 3). It was an age old practice of zamindars to keep
a mistress in addition to ritually wedded wife or wives at home. The future of such mistresses
were decided by the landlord, mostly they kicked them out after exploiting sexually, slavery and
harassment. When these kept woman became old, helpless and unable to fulfill the sexual desire
of landlords any more, they (mistress) were left with bullock and buffaloes such destiny
witnessed by Mori under Barkandas Singh, Ganga under Nathu Singh, Lachhima under Medini
Singh and Rukmani under Ganesh. Likewise Medini, Ganesh follows the footstep of his father
Medini, begins to hate his wife, Putli, who gave birth to a female child, which reach the hatered
of Ganesh towards Putli to the extreme. This is proved from the words of Ganesh to his father-in-
law "take her if you want, but don't send her back" (Devi 2003 : 84). Thus Ganesh became a
tyrant for her and has been brutally torturing her physically and mentality, marks of Ganesh's
brutality were all over Putli's body. The torturing was too severe to compel Ganesh's tutor,
Mishir, to left Ganesh's house. Hence, Mahasweta Devi focuses on the fair sex who remains the
worst sufferer in the Indian society. She suffered economically, sexually and socially irrespective
of their class, caste, colour, creed, religion, age or qualification level.

After reading the whole novel, one comes to realise the worse social and economical
condition of this particular, that's why known as downtrodden, moreover whose misery enhanced
by corrupt police department and administration, the Shravana caste or landlords proud and
arrogance. Beside all the above, the want, ignorance and flexibility of the Indian law. All the
above mentioned factors become the root cause of the suffering, exploitation and the oppression
of the lower castes at the hands of the upper caste landlords, who are responsible for their
poverty, and indeed they are the fortune makers of dalit women, motif is to suppress under them
and to maintain their supermancy. Mahasweta Devi, through the mean of this novel to
unrevealed the brutality and savagery of the Indian society. The Shravana caste never allow the

low castes be economically strong and become stronger. This is the thing which Mahasweta Devi
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hits in her novel and wants to eradiate the corrupted and beastly socio-economical and political
set-up of India. She eagerly desirous for a India where there is the importance of humanity and
morality, the place where human can not be categorised by their caste and get equivalent at
social, political and economical. More or less, she gets success in her work which we see is the
violent revolt of the dalits against the tyranny of the upper castes. This is the result of Mahasweta
Devi's continuous encouragement to the Dalits so that the downtrodden raise their voice against

those people who try to suppress them anyway whether physical, social, economical or political.
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FOREST FIRE : AN OVERVIEW OF THE BURNING FOREST
WEALTH OF UTTARAKHAND

Dr. Smita Badola
ABSTRACT

Forests are crucial to life; they sustain biodiversity and provide endless incalculable
products and important ecosystem resources such as storage of carbon, flood & landslide control,
clean supply of water, medicines, and crops. Approximately 1.6 billion people across the
world depend on these forests, including 300 million people living within them (WWF, 2011).
Forests face various aggravations that can cause harmful effects to their health and
productivity along with decreasing their ability to supply products and services. Forest fires
being one of them, is ubiquitous and can take place in nearly any ecosystem. Forest fire has
profound impacts on atmospheric chemistry, biogeochemical cycling and ecosystem structure.
Forest fire has become extreme and has increased in frequency worldwide with India being no
exception.

Uttarakhand has 45.32% of its geographical area under the forest cover. It is the only
north Indian state to have more than 33% of area under forest cover. In view of this, the present-
day knowledge about the forest fire condition in Uttarakhand has been reviewed.The fire
occurrence of Uttarakhand forests was documented from a review of relevant available literature
from an environmental, social, and planning perspective. The available literature on the history
of fire incidences of Uttarakhand was reviewed and summarized.This study include causes,

impacts and fire prevention strategies. The impacts of forest fires on biodiversity, climate change
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and soil characteristics in Uttarakhand are presented and various strategies adopted by the Indian
government in order to detect and control the forest fires are presented.

KEY WORDS

Biodiversity, Forest fire, FSI,MoEFCC, Uttarakhand.

METHODOLOGY

In the present research paper, secondary sources such as magazines, newspapers, internet,
national research papers, have been studied for the compilation of facts related to the subject.
Analytical and explainatory method has been used. This study reviews the scientific literature
available that examines the forest fires in India or secondary sources such as: archives,

working plan, research articles, magazines, media and social media.

INTRODUCTION

Uttarakhand is a Himalayan state which holds a large number of species of wild flora and
fauna. Some of these wild animals and plants holds a great importance in our environment.
Whileforest fire has been used in crop rotation, agricultural plowing, and the production of
pasture for domesticated animals since ancient times, socioeconomic changes have caused
traditional uses to be abandoned. Forest fires are accounted to be a burgeoning phenomenon
over the years ravaging ecosystems, communities, and economies. Fires affect around 3.73
million hectares of forests annually. Biotic pressures like logging, grazing, and collection of non-
timber forest products have also rendered Indian forests susceptible to fires.

Forest fire or wildland fire has become intense and more frequent in the last few decades
all over the world. It has a profound effect on atmospheric chemistry, biogeochemical cycling,
and ecosystem structure.Uttarakhand has been witnessing massive forest fires alternate years
recently. In 2019, Uttarakhand recorded 2,981 incidents of fires, in 2018 the number was 4,480,
In 2017 it was 1,228, in 2016 it was 4,433 and in 2015 recorded 701 incidents of forest fires.This
massive wildfire has taken over more than 900 hectares of forest. Forest fires are a regular
occurrence in Uttarakhand each year between February and June.Every year, Uttarakhand loses a

large part of its forest cover to fires, mostly during this time of the year. fig-1, 2
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FIG-1 FIG-2 Source: Forest Department Uttarakhand. Fig-1 shows the official data of forest fires in
Uttarakhand.

The raging fires have caused untold damage and devastated acres of green cover in the
hills. Dry weather, high temperatures and lack of rainfall have caused the fires to spread, making
it extremely difficult for authorities to contain them.Every year, Uttarakhand loses a large part of
its forest cover to fires, mostly during every summer of the year when the mercury soars.The
forest department is least prepared to tackle incidents like this. Neither do they have proper
equipment nor proper clothes and boots.Forests catch fires as there is plenty of dry leaves on the
ground and temperature starts rising. Any spark anywhere can lead to a major fire due to lack of

awareness among people.

DISCUSSION

According to the Forest Survey of India (FSI), during the Sixth Five Year Plan period,
over 5,72,417 hectares (ha) of India’s forests were affected by fires amounting to a loss of over
half million USD (FSI, 1989). A recent report on the status of forests reveals that on an average,
53.91 per cent of the total recorded forest area in India is fire prone. The average is based on the
National Forest Inventory Data collected during 2004-2012 from the 179 districts representing
different forest areas of the country (Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
2015). The forest fire history of India was carried out for the last decade (2005-2015) which

was collected from website https://nrsc.gov.in/sites/all/pdf/present-fire-Sunil Chandra. The fire
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history of Uttarakhand Himalaya was carried out for the data of last 12 years (2005-2016)
which was collected from website http://fsi.nic.in/forest-fire.php

The forests of different states of the country, including Uttarakhand, catch fire every year,
but uttarakhand has the highest number of fire incidents in the forests. The worst fire in
Uttarakhand was in 1995. 3 lakh 75 hectares of forest was affected by this fire. Since 2000,
more than 45,000 hectares of forest in the state has been burnt. According to the forest
department data, 1610.82 hectares of forest fires were reported in 2010, compared to 231.75
hectares in 2011, 2823.89 hectares in 2012, 384.05 hectares in 2013, 930.33 hectares in 2014
and 701.61 hectares in 2015. There was a fire in the hectare of forest. In these six years, 3,439
incidents of fires were reported, but the worst fire was in 2016, when more than 1,857 cases of
fire were reported, and more than 4,538 hectares of forest was burnt to ashes. From 2017 to
2019, the mountain was also scorched in different places, but this time again the beautiful
mountains of Uttarakhand are burning. This will not only worsen the ecosystem, but also create a

major water crisis.

CAUSES OF FOREST FIRES
Social aspects andLack of Awarness

The normal fire season extending from January to June but the peak fire season varies
from region to regions . Burning of agricultural biomass in agricultural fields is very common in
entire north India. Sometime the fire escapes from the fields and reaches into forests and national
parks. About 90% of fire is caused by people, and the reasons mainly involve grazing, shifting
cultivation and collection of minor forest products. Trekking, campingand carelessness of
picnickers may also cause forest fires. A wildfire is an unplanned fire that is often caused by
human activity or a natural phenomenon such as lightning, and they can happen at any time or
anywhere. 90% of all wildfires are caused by humans. Human acts of carelessness such as
leaving campfires unattended and negligent discarding of cigarette butts result in wildfire
disasters every year. Accidents, deliberate acts of arson, burning of debris, and fireworks are the
other substantial causes of wildfires. It is an established fact that since 1887 community
involvement in natural resource management of the western Himalayan region has gradually
declined. Historical and present accounts clearly show that peasant struggles and grievances
accelerated with the regulations imposed over community ownership of natural resources like

timber, water, mineral and other natural deposits.This clearly shows that even after decades of
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independence from colonial rule, regulations made regarding natural resource management
continue to deprive indigenous communities and prevent their involvement in ecological

conservation.

Natural Causes.

Wild fires occur in every continent except Antarctica. There are two primary causes of
wildfires, viz. Human and Natural. 10% of all wildfires are caused by natural conditions.A fairly
good number of wildfires are triggered by lightning, High atmospheric temperatures and dryness
offer favourable conditions for a fire to start, Climate change is causing a gradually increasing
surface air temperature, which can propagate forest fires.Warmer temperatures and lower
humidity cause vapour pressure deficit to increase which can dry fuels rapidly and allow fires to

grow very fast.

Climate Change

Forest fire is not a new concept in present era but now a days the threat of forest fire
looms large over the vast cover of green vegetation. As the global temperature is rising,
increasing incidents of forest fires are increasing the temperature of earth. The forests are prone
to the wildfire because of large spell of winter in which the precipitation is scanty. Every year
India witnesses many incidents of forest fire in a vast geographical area. This is one of the
biggest threat to our biodiversity and wild life. Every year many animals lost their life in wild
fire. India has 104 national parks and more than 500 wild life sanctuary. These national parks
and wild life sanctuary are under the great threat of wild fire.
Uttarakhand receives a good amount of precipitation but it is concentrated mostly in the
monsoon months and leave a long spell of nine months to wait for rain. In this long spell the
deciduous forests become vulnerable to forest fire. The rain and snow are important to maintain
the moisture in the ground which helps in preventing the forest fire. If winter do not get
sufficient amount of rain, it makes the forests floor and biomass too dry and extremely

vulnerable to fire.

PINE FORESTS
Uttarakhand is in the lap of Himalayas and villages in uttarakhand are in the middle of

forests of Himalayas. Uttarakhandhave large expense of chir pine forest. As a traditional practice
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the people are burning there near places to reduce the slippery chir pine needle and to ensure a
fresh green grass for their live stocks. When the ground has sufficient moisture, the fire remain
under control but if there is no winter rain, it can go out of control.

Burning of agricultural biomass in agricultural fields is very common in entire north
India. Sometime the fire escapes from the fields and reaches into forests and national parks.
There are two types of forests in Uttarakhand in particular - wide leaf and pine forests. Most of
the hilly areas of the state have pine forest. Pine tree absorbs water from the ground and does not
allow any other vegetation to grow in its covered area. The pine-to-fall leaves, called 'pirul’, form
a thick layer above the ground. This also reduces the fertility of the soil. Apart from this, this is
the biggest cause of fire in the summer. Because the pine catches fire easily and the fire spreads
in it is also very fast.

On the other hand, these same incidents of fire are much lower than pine in the forests of
broad leaf trees. Broad leaf trees absorb more amount of water and are also beneficial in
preventing soil erosion. This keeps the moisture in the soil, various water bodies are recharged in
addition to the ground water. Therefore, in hilly areas where there are wide leaf forests, the
availability of water is relatively high.

The point to note is that at the moment we are not so resourceful to douse the forest fire.
We are directly dependent on the rain to douse the fire. The fire is extinguished when it rains. It
takes time to grow vegetation in that area. The runoff water increases during the rain over this
entire interval due to destruction of the natural sponge. All the rain water flows downwards. The
environmental balance deteriorates separately. In fact, Uttarakhand is already going through a
severe water crisis. Most of the water sources have dried up here. To protect the forests from fire,
we have to understand the natural techniques and hydrology of the forests. By reducing the area

of pine forests, wide-leaf forests have to be spread.

IMPACT OF FOREST FIRE
Biodiversity Loss

The regular burning of forests has wiped out communities of insects, birds, amphibians
and reptiles, and most mammals. Broadleaf trees tend to dry up in the wake of regular forest
fires.These are rapidly replaced by the Chir pine, which has very little to offer in the way of food
for wildlife.Thus, the only mammals that still survive in large numbers in Uttarakhand are

Rhesus macaques and wild boar, which are highly adaptable omnivores.They now depend almost
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entirely on humans for their food, relying on raiding crops and even houses to fill their
belly.Nests, dens, and eggs can be destroyed by even low-intensity surface fires, Kkilling
young animals that cannot escape fast enough.

Himalayan mountain system is one of the most fragile ecosystems in the world due to its
inherent tectonic and geological characteristics (Valdiya, 1983). It is a rich storehouse of
biodiversity ranging from tropical/subtropical evergreen, subtropical chir pine and broad leaf
temperate forests, along with conifer to subalpine and alpine meadows.Frequent forest fires have
emerged as one of the severe threats to Himalayan biodiversity, as also natural regeneration and
productive capacity of its forests. Uttarakhand has witnessed a number of fire incidents in the
past. Being a Himalayan state, the ecology of Uttarakhand is quite sensitive. Uttarakhand has a
large area under its forest cover. It has highest number of forest cover in the northern states.
Uttarakhand also an abode of many flora and fauna which are protected by national park,
sanctuaries and bio-sphere reserve. Some of these flora and fauna are even listed in ITUCN
(International Union of Conservation and Nature) as critically endangered and endangered.
Forest fire increases the rate of extinction of species.

Impact on soil properties

Forest fires have a significant impact on post-fire forest composition and structureof soil.
It can affect many physical and chemical soil propertiesincludingloss of organic soil and
structure, reduced porosity, and increased pH. Indirect consequences, include decreased
waterretention resulting in reduced penetration and increased runoff, which leads toincreased

erosion. Fires can deplete the soil and deprive it of nutrients and organic matter

FOREST FIRE CONTROL MEASURES
Efforts by the Government

Forests are a subject in the concurrent list (brought under this list through 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976) of the Seventh Schedule of the Indian
Constitution.National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF-2018) of Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) provides forest fire prevention and management
measures under the Centrally Sponsored Forest Fire Prevention and Management (FPM)
scheme.The FPM replaced the Intensification of Forest Management Scheme (IFMS) in 2017.

By revamping the IFMS, the FPM has increased the amount dedicated for forest fire work.Funds
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allocated under the FPM are according to a center-state cost-sharing formula, with a 90:10 ratio
of central to state funding in the Northeast and Western Himalayan regions and a 60:40 ratio for
all other states.It also provides the states the flexibility to direct a portion of the National
Afforestation Programme (NAP) and Mission for Green India (GIM) funding toward forest fire

work.

Efforts By The Forest Department

Formulation of National Forest Policy in 1988, The National Master Plan for Forest Fire
Control, and Guidelines in 2018 are some of the key initiatives that the Government of India has
taken to manage the fire. Common methods for prevention of fire used in India include-fire line
clearance and controlled burning to limit fuel loads, silvicultural practices such as selective
thinning and fire- adapted tree species planting in fire-prone areas, early warning, and fire
hazard rating systems

At this time, there is a need to establish an adaptive management plan with short- and
long-term visions. Points should be suggested for the implementation of a fire prevention plan in
the light of climate change. Some of them include mitigation measures to minimize the
uncertainty in baseline data, strengthen present fire-fighting programs, developing
precautionary measures, integrating institutional efforts, publicity, extension, and training,
legal measures, and funding . Uttarakhand is geard up with fund, force to check forest fires. In
year 2020 Ahead of the fire season, the Uttarakhand government has sanctioned funds worth 16
crore to fight forest fires.

UttarakhandForest fires burn more than 2000 hectares of land in 2018. In the year 2016,
4,433.75 hectares of land was engulfed by forest fires and Indian Air Force’s Mi-17 helicopters
were used for ferrying water to the inaccessible areas under forest fire to douse the fire. In 2018
forest department of Uttarakhand claimed that the state had 40 master control rooms spread
across all 40 forest divisions, along with 1,437 crew stations, and 174 watch towers to report
forest fires and to subsequently douse the fires with the help of local communities and the
concerned agencies.

Now Uttarakhand gears up with fund, force to check forest fires. In year 2020 Ahead of
the fire season, the Uttarakhand government has sanctioned funds worth 16 crore to fight forest

fires which devastate large tracts of land every year.

THE UHRI RESEARCH JOURNAL of Geographical And Environmental Studies ( Peer Reviewed) 13



ISSN : 2249-8702 (Print)

Forest fires are a common occurrence every year. In Uttarakhand, the fire season usually
starts from mid-February to mid-June. Rains in June help to check forest fires. Precautionary
work started in December end depending on snowfall and dry weatherfor the precautionary
exercise of rotational and controlled burning to prevent the outbreak of forest fires. The forest
department completed the pre-emptive exercise in February.In rotational burning, forest areas
infested with dry weeds are pruned out so that they can be burned in a controlled manner in
cycles. Controlled burning involves setting planned fires to vegetation for specific purposes such
as limiting the amount of dry brush in an area prone to wildfires.

A large area of Uttarakhand is hilly terrain which makes it very difficult to control forest
fire. To reach a site which is often away from road head is difficult. Many places in national
parks and forests have no foot track and bridge path to reach site.Technology has helped in the
detection of fires in but there are still a lot of challenges like mobilisation of department of
workforce on a particle site because of less number of vehicle and fire extinguishing equipment.
Toll-free numbers established and drones and ground staff are deployed.

Forest department is also using social media so that the people can alert its personnel about such

devastating wildfires

Fire Detection practices

Globally, various wireless sensors, satellite systems, and neural network-based
techniques are being employed in order to detect or manage forest fires. However, in India,
currently, fires are detected using satellites and ground-based measurements. In India,
active forest fire detection systems rely on the MODIS (ModerateResolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer) instrument and the Visible Infraredlmaging Radiometer Suite (VIIRS) for
satellite-based hotspot observation(WorldBank, 2018). Using satellite detection, the forest
fire alert system was firstintroduced in India in 2007-2008. Madhya Pradesh (Central
Cluster) pioneeredits Fire Warning Messaging System to distribute warnings to field
workersthrough SMS text alerts (FAMS). After undergoing a significant number
ofimprovements since 2004, the Forest Fire Alert System has shown a 10-foldupgrade of
its version to Forest Fire Alert System Versions 3.0 (Fast 3.0) in theyear 2019. This system is
based on collaborative arrangements between NASA-ISRO (National Aeronautics and Space
Administration- Indian Space ResearchOrganization) and ISRO- FSI (Indian Space Research

Organization-ForestSurvey of India) (Forest Survey of India, 2011a).Ground-based detection of
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fires by field staffEven with advancements in remote sensing technology and warning
systems,ground monitoring of forest fires will continue to be important. However,
thismechanism is under-resourced in India. The forest service employs seasonal firewatchers
from the local community to help with fire detection and response.These locally employed
watchers are facing payment delays or shortages. Noproper training instructions or
equipment is provided to these fire watchers(World Bank, 2018). Thus, its important on

the Indian government’s part tostrengthen the ground-based fire detection system

CONCLUSION

New resources to encourage more effective fire management needs to be explored.
The wildfires occur due to population growth, land use changes, economic greed and climate
variability. It is also necessary to think seriously for the possible use of fire management tool
for achieving the goals of forest management. An awareness of the negative effects of forest
fire on forest ecosystems and human population should be propagated. In one sense, this is a
very good plan as it sensitizes people to the danger of forest fire, and help them to understand
that, how they can play a role in the prevention of fire. The propagation of information by
media about forest fire can have an important influence on the people’s perception about
forest fire. Fight fire by working together (The Van Panchayats, Mahila Mangal Dals, SHGs
(Self Help Groups) and Yuvak Mangal Dals), prescribed burning, fire lines, awareness
programs can help achieve the goal of minimizing the forest fires. Efforts for finding
alternative uses for pine needles should be supported by the Government to reduce the
accumulation of combustible material. In addition to it, there must be punitive measures
including penalties, arrest and punishment to those who indulge in starting fire is a need of
the hour. Because forest department is understaffed, school and colleges (NSS and NCC
cadets) can also be roped into fight fire. Colleges have NSS units which may be trained in forest
fire fighting techniques and can be used at times of need. To combat it in the long term, we
need large scale soil and water conservation initiatives which will replenish the ground water
and improve the moisture regime in the forests.

Ecologists, social scientists, economists and politicians should join hands for
developing a policy that recognizes both the beneficial and long-established roles of fire,

while reducing the incidence and degree of uncontrolled burning. A better understanding by both

THE UHRI RESEARCH JOURNAL of Geographical And Environmental Studies ( Peer Reviewed) 15



ISSN : 2249-8702 (Print)

policy makers and the common population for the ecological, environmental, socio-cultural,
land use, public health issues, knowledge about nearby vegetation is necessary.

Frequent forest fire is emerging as one of the severe threats to the Himalayan biodiversity
andit also affect the natural regeneration and productive capacity of forests. Every fire translates
to loss of soil, wildlife and forest produce and adversely affecting the rural economy and
ecosystem of the area.

In the Western Himalayas, the impact of forest fire causes the loss of flora and fauna
during the summer and harmthese forests than any other anthropogenic factor.

In the absence of equitable sharing of forest resources with indigenous communities,
particularly in the rich biodiverse area of the western Himalayan region, the ire of locals will
continue to be vent on forests by setting them aflame. It is in the interests of the Indian social
welfare state to uphold the rights of indigenous communities and conserve the fragile Himalayan
ecosystem through their wholehearted participation.

So, Forest fires are among major disasters faced by Uttarakhand, leading to massive loss
of life and property and make negative impact on the environment.A holistic approach of
management of forest fires through prevention, mitigation and control can lead to better

outcomes by saving natural resources and prevent the loss of life and property.
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3

CONTRIBUTION OF BAL GANGADHAR TILAK IN
INDIAN NATIONALISM

Dr. Nishant Bhatt
Dr. ArvindVerma

ABSTRACT

Bal Gangadhar Tilak was the first freedom fighter of India who made many contribution
regarding social, legal etc. he had a strong belief in Indian Nationalism.

He was one of those political leaders who introduced the concept of Swaraj. His famous
slogan was “Swaraj is my birth right and I shall have it” gave inspiration to common man for
freedom struggle.

His main mission was to impart education to common man so that he should fight for his
rights. Many social and educational policies were framed under his name. Many titles were
renounced to him. He was against the polices of British officials regarding Age of Consent Bill
and many others.

He supports that local festivals should be organized by the people, so that peace and
harmony should be maintained among people to fight against the British officials.

He opened many school and colleges to impart education among the Indians. He was
aextremist by nature. All these social contributions made him famous among the political leaders
and the British officials. They call him “The father of the Indian Unrest”. In this paper we have
presented the contribution of Bal GangadharTilak in Indian Nationalism.

Key Words : Bal GangadharTilak, Nationalism, Indian Nationalism, Tilak contribution.
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The present paper highlights the Contribution of Bal GangadharTilak in Indian
Nationalism. He laid the foundation for India's independence by building his own Thoughts, and
ideas he followed a strong belief in Indian nationalism.

He was one of those freedom fighters who introduced the concept of Swaraj. He was also
regarded as the first leader for Indian independence.

He was called "The Father of the Indian unrest” by the British Colonial authorities. His famous
slogan was “Swaraj is my birthright and I will take it” which gave inspiration to many people for
freedom Struggle.

He was the supporter of education and to invoke studies among commonpeople he made
many reforms in 1890, he opened a "New English School” in Pune. Many education policies
were framed under his name.

In 1891, he was against the Age of consent bill because he thinks that it was the
conspiracy of Britishers that by this bill they want to show social changes but which was totally
wrong in many perspectives of that time.

He founded the Deccan Education Society in 1884 with an aim to educate common
people in English in order to motivate people he used writing to criticize the Colonial rule of
Britishers. He founded and edited two newspapers"Kesari in marathi and 'The Mahratta' in
English.

He was also elected as a member of Legislative Assembly from Bombay in 1897.
Through his newspapers he wrote many articles related to freedom struggle. He advises people
and farmers that they should fight for their rights. He was also sentenced jail for one and half
years for provoking people against the British Colonial Rule.

Through his newspapers he motivates and ignites the spark of nationalism among the
people. He says that we should fight for ourown things. He believes that our own governance
will be far much better than Britishers while they are doing good things only for their own sake.

He had a great love for nation and his Slogan was “Swaraj is my birth rightand | shall
have it” here swaraj is directly related to self rule. He adopted this slogan whenhe released from
prison and he was called martyr.

The name of Tilak became a household name during Home Rule Movement and this let
him earn the epithet ‘Lokmanya'. Home Rule Movement has been taken from Ireland. This

slogan motivated and inspired people from the sleep and invokes them to fight for their freedom.
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For gaining independence, he supports National Education should be given to each and every
individual of the country. He opposed 'The partition of Bengal in 1907. He want to impart
education in each and every corner of India. He also opposed British goods.

During his time in Jail he had written ‘GeetaRahsyas' and arctic home in the Vedas. In
1914 when he comes out of Jail he started to make groups for propagating the idea of
Nationalism among people. He was often called as ‘modern manufacturer' of India He was a
brilliant politician as well as a profound scholar who believed that independence is the foremost
necessity for the well being of a nation.

The social contributions of Tilak can be seen when he organized two important
festivals,first is GaneshaChaturthi and second is the festival of Shivaji with great pomp and
show. He wants to bring the nationality among each and every class of society.

He fully supported social reforms as a social reformer he waged aspirited campaign
against British Colonial Rule. Many names were given to Tilak by many political leaders such as
‘Maker of Modern India’‘Father of Indian Revolution’ etc.. .

He also encouraged swadeshi movement. Swadeshi movement consists of the usage of
Indian goods which were made in India. The Swadeshimovement started by Tilak at the
beginning of the 20th century became part of independence movement until that goal was
achieved in 1947.

Tilak was regarded of the first leader of the Indian Independence. In order to reunite with his
fellow nationalists, his made many contributions in this context. Tilak was one among them who
propagated his ideas and awarenessamongthe people of nationalism.

First, Indian National Congress was considered only for the educated people. He
disliked this idea. He was the first person who thinks that each and every person should have
right to join the Congress and after doing this, he sent message in each and every corner of the
Country. By doing this he developed the concept of nationalism amongcommon men.

Dr B. Pattabhi Sitarammaya says about Tilak that there was a ideal difference between
the works of Tilak and 'Gokhale in this connection he said "Tilak and Gokhale were
considered as the first nationalist ofIndia but both these personalitiessacrificed a lot in
their life. But their nature wassame in making the out?”

After the first world war, when peace conference was organized in Paris Tilak send the
memorandum of one copy there. In that memorandum he suggested that the Right of self-

determination for Indians, which was the birth right of Indians. He also proposed that
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Chelmsfordreforms are not good for Indians in the coming future.He says that
DyarchyGovernance is not good. He says that all the Government authorities do everything
although nothing can be except from them. He also wants that the Indian people should also have
the right to take admission in armies.

He was the follower of Russian -Revolutionists such as Lenin, Bakunin and Kopatkin.
But he emphasized only on national Education, Indian and swadeshi goods, Abolition of British
goods and passive Resistance. He also supported the KhilafatMovement. In other words, we can

say that Tilaksupporter of SwadeshiMovementTilak tells usthe principle of nationalism.
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A

WATER CRISIS: CAUSES AND NEED OF CONSERVATION FOR
FUTURE GENERATION

Dr. Smita Badola

ABSTRACT

The glory of water is immense. This is our shared resource. Irrespective of caste, religion,
race, rich and poor, everyone feels the same urge of water. Water is a scarce resource available
in limited quantities. It is the cornerstone of the economy and has many values and benefits.But
the truth is, that one third people of the world do not have access to pure drinking water. Even
today, there are 2.2 billion people around the world do not have pure drinking water. Imagine if
you do not have this liquid when you need it. The increasing demand for water resources, climate
change and population explosion are leading to a decrease in water availability. According to an
estimate, the Middle-East region of Asia, most of the North African region, Pakistan, Turkey,
Afghanistan and Spain are likely to experience extreme water stress by the year 2040. At the
same time, many other countries including India, China, South Africa, the US and Australia may
also face high water stress.

It is a matter of sad surprise that the water that keeps us alive, which has saved our lives
from crisis, is now struggling for its own survival. Man and water are complementary to each
other, water will be saved, only then man will be saved and man will make efforts only then
water will be saved. today not only our country but the whole world is facing water crisis.
Human beings are consuming and wasting water without thinking. Open drinking water taps on
the side of the road, drinking water flowing in the drains and the garbage being dumped in the

rivers have proving this.As a result of this many cities of the country are facing severe water
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crisis and this situation is going to become more serious in the coming time.Unfortunately, the
planners and majority of the people are not able to understand how important water is for the life,
economy, environment and society. Water scarcity is worsening in large parts of the country. At
present, the availability of water in the country has fallen to less than 1,400 cubic meters per
year, which is close to the global water shortage. The government needs to seriously take action
in educating the public on proper uses of water, and people also need to concern themselves
about the dangers of wasting water.
KEY WORDS

Water crisis, rain water harvesting, niti ayog , water conservation
METHODOLOGY

In this review paper secondary data is used. The data were collected through various
magazines, articles, published access journals, newspapers and public and government websites
for the study. This study focuses on descriptive research design. The sample design chooses for
this study was illustrative. According to the research rules, an attempt has been made to provide
originality to the research article by adopting theoretical, analytical, comparative and new

practical methods in research.

INTRODUCTION

A water crisis is a situation where the available potable, unpolluted water within a region
is less than that region’s demand. Water crisis can be a result of two of reasons: a) absolute
reasons and b) economic reasons. Absolute reasons result in inadequate natural water resources
to supply a region’s demand. On the other hand, economic reasons result in poor management of
the sufficient available of water resources.

Pointing to the water crisis looming over the world, water scientist and winner of the
World Water Prize Rajendra Singh said that India had solutions to the global water woes and
could avert a possible World War III that might break out over water.“The water crisis is a global
problem, but the solution is local. India is the only country in the entire world which has the
inherent culture of respecting the water and following the principle of retreat, reuse and recycle
water from ages,”

To save every drop of water and to make people aware of this precious resource, the
World Water Day is being celebrated in the world since 1993. This year's theme is Water and

Climate Change, these two issues are intricately intertwined with each other. If you save water,
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climate change will be stopped and if climate change stops, water will be conserved. According
to the Composite Water Management Index (CWMI) released by NITI Aayog, 21 big cities of
the country (Chennai, Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyderabad and others) will reach zero ground water
levels by 2020. This will affect 10 million people.
DISCUSSION

The world's second-most populous country is running out of water. In recent years,
problems of water crisis have been coming in front of India as well as on the global scenario. A
water crisis generally means the insufficient availability of drinking water, lack of sufficient
available water resources to meet the demands of water usage within a region (FIG.-1). India is
facing one of its major and most serious water crisis. 12% of India’s population is already living

the 'Day Zero' scenario.

N

N \ . . D B ' :
FIG-1 Source: DNA |Updated: Jul 03, 2018, 07:24 AM IST

Due to the weak monsoon of two consecutive years in India, 330 million people or about

a quarter of the country's population are affected by severe drought. Nearly 50% of India's
regions are reeling under a drought-like situation, especially in the western and southern states,
with a severe state of water crisis. According to India Meteorological Department (IMD)'s data,
October 2018 was the driest month for the country since 1976. In fact, the rainfall for the month
was even lower than that drought years.Although, the actual deficit on last monsoon was modest
and barely 10%. But, the past monsoon rainfall (October — December 2018) has recorded as 44%
deficit. Vidarbha, Marathwada and central Maharashtra have been facing a drought-like

situation, with water levels in reservoirs reaching extremely low levels. The deficit is in these
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areas likely 84% to 88%. This low-rain and no-rain situation is resulted a worst water crisis in its
history.

IMPORTANCE OF WATER IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

As we all know that water is life and the purity of water associated with life has been
praised in every religion. Water has been associated with traditions and worshiped in all
religions. Gangajal in Hinduism, Abe- Jamzam in Muslim religion and Amritsar Sarovar water in
Sikhism is considered revered. in all religions, water has been associated with traditions,
worships and rituals, from the birth of man till the end of life. In Indian culture water is used in
many rituals and rivers are worshiped as life-giving deities.These are worshiped in the form of
godesses. It is said that in today's time, the depleting water source, the falling groundwater level
and the polluted water, shows a terrible picture of the future.Our ancestors understood the
importance of water and connected it with religious tradition etc., made it essential for human
life, so that man can never forget its importance, it should not belong to the governments but to
the whole society and its protection should be a world religion.

OVER EXPLOITATION OF GROUND WATER

Ground water is continuously going towards the abyss in 1592 development blocks of
256 districts of the country. The main reason for this is the excessive exploitation of ground
water and their non-recharging. The report states that the ground water goes down by one meter
every year in Punjab. The danger is not only that the groundwater is going into the abyss, but the

dissolving of toxic elements in it is much more dangerous(FIG.-2,3).
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(FI1G-2)https://lwww.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/water-crisis-getting-the-priorities-right-
1556010-2019-06-25
(F1G-3) Press Trust of India | New Delhi ,Last Updated at May 9, 2016 17:33 IST

Generally, every person needs to drink 2-4 liters of water daily. But, 2000 to 5000 liters
of water is required for each person to produce 2 meals a day. The demand for water in the
country is increasing with the increase in population (TABLE-1).

Table 1- Per capita water availability in India

Year Population (Million)|  Per capita water
availability (m3/year)
1951 361 o177
1955 395 4732
1991 846 2209
2001 1027 1820
2025 1394 1341
2050 1640 1140

Source: Government of India, 2009.

As the population is increasing, the need of water for industrial and agriculture is
increasing. To meet this requirement, excessive amount of ground water is being exploited. India
uses highest amount of ground water in the world. We are also ahead of China and the United
States in this regard. In 2015, the Standing Committee had found that the highest use of
groundwater is for agriculture and drinking water supply. About 89% of the ground water is
used for irrigation, and only 9% is used in factoriesand 2% is used in household chores . 50% of
the urban and 85% of the rural needs are met by ground water. Due to over-utilization, the
ground water level decreased by 61% between 2007 and 2017.

More than 80 percent of the water in India is used for agriculture. Water management in all
sectors, domestic industries, agriculture and environment at the state level should be integrated
for harmonious use of rain, surface, ground and waste water. There is a need to revamp the
subsidy policy at the national level, the procurement policy should encourage farmers and
industries in all sectors. There is a need to significantly increase water-use efficiency in all

sectors.
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RAIN WATER HARVESTING

Rain water is the only source of clean water for all rivers, streams. India's share in the
world's population is about 18 percent, while we are at 133rd place in the total rainfall received
in the world, which makes us one of the countries with water stress. For us dependent on rain,
every drop of it is priceless. Annually the country receives four thousand billion cubic meters of
rain, but due to lack of resources, we are able to use only 12 percent of it. Rainwater harvesting
is one of the easiest and most effective of most of the techniques that exists .

Here are some easy and common ways to save rain water. It can be used both in cities
and villages. In this, the water of the letter is brought down and collected in a tank or pit. Under
its second phase, rain water should be collected on all unpaved and paved surfaces. The water
thus collected in large quantities helps in raising the ground water table after proper sifting. Take
it wherever these fall, whenever these fall.Many ways to save rain water were developed by
people. In the south, it was customary to build ponds near the temples. In western India, there
was a system of bawdis for this and in the east there was a system of ahar-pine. If we search
about the ponds at present, we found that their appearance has deteriorated. These ponds need to
be revived. These will improve the water security of the village, and this will also prove to be
the solution to the distortions from ecology to culture. There are many other structures to raise
the groundwater level to reduce the aftermath. Every village, towns and cities in India are having
these. However, with time, either they have been encroached . There has been an old tradition of
water harvesting through tal-talais in India. With limited space in the country to build dams,
small water storage structures can prove to be a major alternative to dams. India has now become
a landlocked country on groundwater and has also become the world's largest consumer. Due to
this the ground water level of the country is depleting rapidly. Collection of raindrops for
groundwater recharge, economical use of existing water and changes in our energy policies are
the only problem solving ideas. People have to be connected, the understanding of technology

has to be increase. Only then can we make this campaign a success.

SOCIAL AWARENESS

There are no serious efforts were made to reuse water resources in Indian cities, that is
why the problem of water crisis in urban areas has reached a critical stage. Instead of reusing
most of the water in the cities, they are directly flown into a river. The misuse of water is

constantly increasing; Lawn, washing of car, leaving the spout open at the time of use of water,
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etc. There is a lack of awareness among the people about water conservation. It is a huge
responsibility of everybody and requires active participation of all the people of the country. The
government of India must concentrate on managing demand. They must ensure a timely, leak-
proof and safe water supply rather than promising 24 hours supply based on nothing. Controlling
the water consumption at irrigation level is the most important factor as it consumes 85% of
groundwater without inflicting food security of the country. Water literacy at the national level
should be the primary focus, which has not been seriously done so far. It is right time to
introduce special models on water saving, conservation and utilization — starting in school. The
government of India needs to launch an aggressive program of nature based solution, ecological
restoration, ideally to build resilience and generate livelihoods. There is an urgent need to

increase and spread awareness about recycling, reusing and conservation of water.

EFFORTS BY GOVERNMENT

To solve the problems, a national and clear policy is needed to avoid water crisis in India.
Countries like Israel, South Africa and Australia have strict national laws on water. Due to which
these country have been saved from water crisis. Water is considered a state subject in the Indian
Constitution. State can make rules and regulations on subjects like water harvesting, water
supply, irrigation and drainage. The center has the right to develop and regulate only inter-state
rivers.

A year after the alarming Niti Aayog report, The union government recently formed a
new Jal Shakti (water) ministry, which aims at tackling water issues with a holistic and
integrated perspective on the subject. The ministry has announced an ambitious plan to provide
piped water connections to every household in India by 2024. The ministry has set a tough target
at a time when hundreds of millions don't have access to clean water. Aiming at laying huge
pipeline networks for water supply means that yet again, we are giving more preference to
infrastructure. Jal Shakti will be the umbrella ministry under which all water-related ministries
will be integrated. So, the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation with the former Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation will be merged into the

new ministry.
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CONCLUSION

In the six decades since independence, of course, we have written a lot of development
stories. On the contrary, there is a lot to be lost at the cost of it. What kind of development is it
that our life-giving water itself has fallen into crisis.The World Health Organization (WHO)
states that an individual requires around 25 litres of water daily for meeting his/her basic hygiene
and food need. The rest is used for non-potable purposes like mopping and cleaning. This
indicates that for most of the non-potable uses, a quantity lower than drinking water is required.
Thus, for economic efficiency and environmental sustainability, water must be treated and
supplied according to usage.

Individually or in the community, one has to first understand the need of conservation
and technology. Even though water is a matter of global and national concern, its development
and management is a purely local issue. There is a need to create awareness.There is a need to
conserve and revive water sources. There is a need to promote water harvesting and groundwater
conservation. There should be logical and proper use of available water. The coastal regions
should contribute in keeping the river clean while performing their duties. Water resource
services should state the actual cost of water and collect payment from different societies
according to their economic status. It is not that all the people of the society are apathetic about
this matter, some people are working day and night with great dedication to save the natural
resources. We should emulate them.

The root cause of this problem of water crisis is the huge lapse in its management. If we
had really thought seriously, we would have stuck to the trap of cemented roads. In the name of
development, they would have expressed their opposition to save the innumerable trees on the
roadside which were being cut indiscriminately. Today, the land mafias are not sparing the land
up to the bank of the pond and are establishing residential areas on it.Looking at the current
situation, there is a need for a paradigm shift. We urgently require a transition from this 'supply-
and-supply-more water'. Provision to measures which lead towards improving water use
efficiency, reducing leakages, recharging/restoring local waterbodies as well as applying for
higher tariffs and ownership by various stakeholders.A recovery-based closed loop system is the
need of the hour.It is time to go back and start using our traditional practice of rainwater
harvesting — catching water where it falls. Presently, India captures only eight per cent of its
annual rainfall, among the lowest in the world.Another aspect is the treatment and reuse of

wastewater. About 80 per cent of the water that reaches households, leaves as waste and pollutes
THE UHRI RESEARCH JOURNAL of Geographical And Environmental Studies ( Peer Reviewed) 29




ISSN : 2249-8702 (Print)

our waterbodies and environment. There is a huge potential in reusing and recycling this treated
wastewater at least for non-potable purposes, which is cost effective. All this leads to the fact
that we need to promote a decentralised approach, with a key focus on water conservation,
source sustainability, storage and reuse wherever possible.

It is important to understand that managing the water situation is not the job of only
engineers but all stakeholders including hydrogeologists, economists, planners and most

importantly, communities themselves.
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ROLE OF MEDIA IN SOLVING THE PROBLEMS
OF OLD AGE PROBLEM

Dr. Arvind Verma

ABSTRACT

India is a country with a fine tradition of respecting, loving and supporting the aged. As a
result of urbanization and globalization, the values and life styles are changing which is affecting
the care of the aged. Though ageing has many aspects the primary ones fall into four major
categories: biological-physiological, psychological- behavioral, socio-economic and anthropological.

Unfortunately, the researches on ageing have so far concerned themselves only with the
physiological factors, almost totally neglecting the highly influential intrinsic conditions, which
we see now as the problems of the aged. The question is how should we synthesis technological
development with human value in Indian society? The experience of the western world cautions
us to plan for the care of the aged as part of the directed social change, as well as to study the
problem. This further strengthens our ideas that the problem is multi-faceted. To solve this, a
multidisciplinary approach is needed for planning for the welfare of India’s elderly.

It has been studied through this research paper that the role of media is very important in
solving the problems of older people. Older people are able to spend their time through media
like TV, Radio, Newspapers, Magazines, TV serials, Movies etc.

KEY WORD- Ageing Problems, Old Age Problems, Media and Old Age, Old age problems in
India, Elderly problems.
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India has been predominantly an agrarian society. For thousands of years Indian peasants
lived on their land and had quite stable lives with ancestral methodology and personnel rather
than vocational education as their main source of knowledge, and the elderly were considered as
symbolic of wisdom. With advancing age, work responsibilities diminished, however, the ethic
of filial piety which includes prestige and material support for the elderly typically was up held
by the clan and community. Further, the existence of an extended kin network in which parents
children and others relatives are in regular and frequent contact with one another is a
fundamental part of the traditional welfare system. The family continues its traditional role of
caring for the elderly, but by the turn of the century the extended the family as a traditional
household unit is gradually disappearing. The well-known symptoms of modernization described
for the developed countries are now also being exhibited in India, including the negative
symptoms of alienation and cultural disorientation. Further more, rapid increase in women
entering the labour force; migration and urbanization have contributed to the undermining of
traditional living arrangements and destabilization of the traditional values which sustain the
elderly in an age integrated family system.

Introduction to Study of Area

The author has selected district Saharanpur of Utter Pradesh state for this study “Role of
media in solving the problem of old age problem”.

The district Saharanpur surrounded by Uttarakhand state in north, north-east,
Muzaffernagar district in south, Haryana west small past Himachal Pradesh state in north.

The Saharanpur district is a typical Uttar Pradesh city and it includes people from all
walks of life both rural and urban. The urban population includes peoples who have come to city
centre for the purpose of employment both in Government and private sectors come self
employment and others associated jobs of opportunities associated with Government officers,
industries, educational institutions, workshops and labours. The rural population revolves around
agriculture, horticulture (including vegetables growing, fruits garden) and floriculture,
development herbs and scrubs for medicinal purpose. Growth of natural vegetation like bamboo,
eucalyptus and popular trees for constituently increasing demand for them in paper industry,
matches industry, wood for packing industry and fuel. The rural population gets involved not
only in preserving the present forest wealth but also in social forestry as it helps in maintaining

the eco-balance and climatic conditions.
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The study region Saharanpur is one of the most important district of western Utter Pradesh
with the city of Saharanpur as its capital. The city Saharanpur is well developed city with all
modern facilities like educational institutions centers, hospitals, hotels, recreation centers and
important industries like paper industry, ITC industry, wood carving industry, chemical
industries, plastic industries and iron furniture’s industries. The city Saharanpur is well
connected with important cities and towns not only of the state but also with the national capital
Delhi. Saharanpur city is a very important railway junction. The city is very well connected with
the interior areas of the district with well developed network of roadways etc. It has total number
of population 28, 96,863 (including males 15, 53,322 females 13, 43,541) according to District
Statistical Department Saharanpur (2010). The city is predominately Hindu oriented followed by
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and others communities. The city of has got only Government
offices, banks and others private sector organizations offering employment to large number of
literate persons because of this nature and the famous wood carving industry the city caters to
needs of simulator and illiterate people of employed as artisans and persons carrying out day to
day errands. The city of surrounded by eleven blocks namely 1. Sadoli Kadeem 2. Muzaffarabad
3. Punwaraka 4. Baliya Kheri 5. Sarsawa 6. Nakur 7. Gangoh 8. Rampur Maniharan 9. Nagal
10.Nanutta 11. Deoband. The scholar had visited for research purpose intensively to the entire
district and at numerous visits he observed that district is domeintly rural in nature with

agriculture as an important occupation. The detail various blocks have been tabulated as under.

Methodology and Data Collection

The study will be limited to urban and rural communities of district Saharanpur. It is so the
non-participant observation and participant observation, informal interviews, photographs and
video cassettes, census will be taken to compare the facts and for objective study. After getting
the primary data, the researcher will tabulate it with the help of computer. Personal documents,
letters, diaries, life history & memories of the old persons will be searched out according to need
and availability of the resources. Tables will be analyzed scientifically. Case study method will
be used to study deeply for some of the personalities. For this, the researcher will go through

literature and relevant information received by reliable and valid sources.
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Analysis and Tabulation
The tabulation work is done by the computer and the required statistical facts will compared

and analyzed in sociological terms.
Sources of Data Collection

1. Diaries of old persons.

2. Photography.

3. Video cassettes.
4. Secondary data of Govt. Documents.
5

. Census

In Saharanpur there is a old age home named “Manv Mandir Vridh Aasram”. In this
place about rejected 75 old age people used to live in. In this place 15 old ladies also live. Each
and everyone have there own story but they have similarity in one that they were being rejected
by their near and dear ones even though they have put in every effort for making the future of
their children successful.

The staff workers and the trusties of this Mandir named Suresh Kumar, Ramesh Kumar
and manger and Pramod Kumar say that in this materialistic age where human beings get each
and every thing for a price. As a result young generation reject and respect the old parents and
this change in human behavior increases day by day in huge numbers.

According to an organization, who works for seniors citizens named “Help-Age-India”,
the head of north India, A.K. Singh says “in whole state the number of senior citizens is
increasing day by day”. The increasing number of citizen can grow up to 20 crore by the year
2025. By this number of senior citizens can rise up to 2 crore in the coming three years in U.P.

Multinational company professional, Susant Gaur, says every month he usually get
transfer in his job, that is why he is not been able of taking care of his old parents and he is
capable of living with his parents and to take care of them as his wife and children are not used
to live with them.

Taushi Gamini says that in today’s world the moral values and traditions in relationship
are decreasing day by day. When their parents fulfill all their responsibilities in their childhood
then how their children for get there responsibility when there parents grew older to take care of

them?These people should remember their Indian culture and traditions.
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Vishal Tomar, a professional, says that generally it seems that the story of old parents is
such that they have to live a hostage at this situation comes after the married life. In order to save
their married life people generally forget all their close relation. They further say that to cope up
with the situation people should keep patience and take care of their old parents.

“Today I will teach you to how to walk by holding your finger, and
Tomorrow you will hold my hand when I grow old.”

In these lines there is a massage and there is a hope of a father from the son and the old
age is becoming a problem. This ideology can be seen in this society and it can be under stood
that old age is a great problem.

Old people are rejected by their near and dear ones including sons and daughters and they
are supposed to live like hostage in the corner of the house even when their children do not
respect them. In this materialistic world we are trapped in such a way that we are for getting the
Indians traditions and values. Today if we go in search of mythic Sarwan Kumar we could not
able to find it.

In Saharanpur district, there are about two million senior citizens and mostly of them are
those who are rejected by their children and in the condition that they are not been able to get
food. About 30000 old people are those who get the pension of rupees 300 only by Social
Welfare Department.

The people who are getting pension mostly of them one those who used to live with
young sons and daughter and they have each and every facility at home but they are supposed to
live like hostage and do not get proper nutrition. In year 2007, 20 old people were supposed to
have committed the suicide because of the situation created by their near and dear ones.

About 600 old parents were supposed to break up their relation with their children. A
number of cases are registered with the police that their children do not want to live with them.

In one year the number of cases registered were raised up to 350 and the situation raised
up to such extend that they are not been able to get proper nutrition, proper health care and they
are not been able to get any financial help from their near and dear ones. Thousands of them are
those whose situation are live beggars in their on homes.

Psychologist, Dr Jyotsana Sharama states that for all these western culture is also partly
responsible for this. She says that today’s man become so much selfish that he feels his old

parents as burden for themselves. This situation is harmful for society.
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Table-1
Uses of Journal by the Respondents

Uses of Journals Total
Age News Paper | Magazine | Economic Magazine Others
60-65 09 03 02 01 15
66-69 13 04 -- 03 20
70-75 21 04 01 03 29
76-79 31 11 03 04 49
80 & Above 43 14 11 19 87
Total 117 36 17 30 200
Table-2

T.V. Programmes Seen by Respondents

T.V. Programmes seen by Respondents Total
Age News | Serial Movie | Others None
60-65 04 - 06 01 04 15
66-69 06 02 06 -- 06 20
70-75 11 06 05 02 05 29
76-79 17 11 12 02 07 49
80 & 22 25 10 02 28 87
Above
Total 60 44 39 07 50 200

Conclusion

The media is a major contributor to solve the problems of old age as the media includes
print and visual aspiration through news papers, social welfare organization, magazines and
electronic which includes radio, and television. They can highlight the old age in spectrum which
includes the process of ageing, the life history of the ageing population and their aspiration

escapist agony expectation and the actual treatment they get from the Governmental, non-
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Governmental, welfare organization and above all their respective families. The print media can
only cater to the needs of the urban and elite society of the population. Generally, the lower
class, illiterate, urban and rural population deprived of the role of print media due to various

reasons.

Audio media that is radio and transistor are now almost vanished from the urban area
while they are the most popular media in rural areas as they can be carried personally from place

to place irrespective of the distance.

The television with extended cable network, according to the scholar, is the most popular
and informative media not only for the elite upper urban population but also to the poor rural
population of the study area this statement is being made as the Government owned network i.e.
Doordarshan is free of cost. The television deals not only with entertainment like dances, songs,
sports and melodramatic family serials dealing with various style of sociological, economic,
religious and informative capsules. Through television every viewer can come to know about
various welfare programmes organized by the Central and State governments for all age groups.
It is for the viewer to do to assimilate the good points from these programmes and derive

maximum benefits offered by the Governments through various nodal agencies.

Cinema which is extremely popular among all classes of the societies can also play a very
important role in the development and improvement of the society because of its duration and
subject mater. Indian cinema located in Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Trivantpuram and
Kolkata generally deals with various societal problems according to the region they cover. Of all
these centres Mumbai filmdom caters to entire population of India and also they on the rise
spread over the globe. Various pictures like Mother Inndia, Naya Daur,Upkar, Purab-Paschim,
Guide, Hare Rama Hare Krishana, Desh-Pradesh, Amrit, Ghar- dwar, Pradesh, Avtar, Swadesh,
Border, Hindustan-Ki-Kasam, Tary-Zameen- par, Three Idiots, Pather Panchali, Bagbaan and
such similar films send story massage to the viewer emphasizing on various societal problems
and how to deal with. It is for the viewer to observe the massage given by the film and act
accordingly. It is for the viewer to over look certain unwanted scenes like songs, dances etc. A
film maker produce the film not only send a massage but to earn enough money to pay to all

those persons who are associated with film industry.
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STUDY OF THE EFFECT OF DEFORESTATION IN INCREASING
NATURAL DISASTER IN SPECIAL REFERENCE TO UTTARKASHI,
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8

A STUDY OF MAHARAJA DURYADHAN : WORSHIP GOD OF
SUPIN VALLEY IN NIDDLE HIMALAYA REGION : IN
REFERENCE TO THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL
TRADITIONAL ASPECTS.
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9

GLOBAL WARMING : IMPACTS OF DEGRADATION
AND PREVENTION
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T TR APH T © A 85 SHAIH 389 & S IR b T 8RN 3R Sl &
IR—TRFRFTT AEET BT SMY=AET BT | A9 3R 9Rd o < 41 3[U+ aR% ¥ 39
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U B8 D IS & N IAR ded Y81 W [d%9 & Fa9 98 Hred Ugudi
(epfyd <ell) RT STy & HaY ¥ A$ had IoRI S & draca, diead digH
1.5°C & sielfirgd aF® ddb 9 & §| Teligel aiffr &1 1.5°C &9 &l o a8l
AT 8 3R I8 a1 9§va © Jafe dgd TR W ¥iF T=9 191 & Sqoid | deldl
3R URReIfe T BT HRET R FABRUN AT SN | W6 d qdigd Holl & AD
SKIATA BT QAT Sdh) Saarg YR & YT MU UITH DI Yw3Md &1 | 1990 | &y
olRrar # uftad Sl # 3.3 ufaera &) gfg 8 & 2

Tqiferp— ufay afad brda Soqui— df¥dd

Waﬁqﬁrwﬁﬁwﬁ?ﬂma@aﬁwmwaﬁﬁmﬁwgl

L8 yfdreafad Sre Scao T i+ gred 9
(@ferera #)

faeg 3ia 4.51 CO,
TORTOIHR BT 16.15 g

PRI 6 6.91

g 11.56

VR 1.58

Gkl 6.08

ST 9.59

M feram 16.70

HHd— (ST, |19 2022) |

PRI W AT AHIS FHRAT &SRO, IR faeg #§ A9 g=d ™0 B
AIqdl A 9T Sl 99 AT 7 | df¥ad WR W I fAereid <l & gded ufd
Ffdd g AR vl Jfe Feed 1 IS § 9a9 -9 I8 & da9e IRd 39
W R T | 9= § 9 9Rd H fI57ell a9 & folv ®raerr ugell gdg 2 | fagd aF
DI DI TEAN DI HH BRI D oY dhTd] FIRI I TSI Holl IR DI qTdl <A
BT | 9¢d YA & BRI 91¢ ¥ & SAY oI A/l I YAfdSTell dl Jhar ugadl
2| 3R SH BRY fITell &1 1w ART & AT # SHS! MYt & AWM HRA o)
BId T |

o |l & § aoTel SR e Scded § & @ fa, @ed afiir @1 1.5°C
de Wi o)1 uga 9 ar=R = | (IPCC, Climate Report).

@) < sheENfeRu— e @ @ 7 9% & ga1 @l o e & S9 ugfa
IR TIfeRET & Ao @ T 7 wRd g AR UEide M 9 99 gavad w) A |
ﬁ?ﬂzﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁfﬁ@lﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬂﬂéﬂsﬁ@ﬁ?ﬂwaﬁﬁﬁgﬁwglﬁéﬂﬁ
waifds #Em H# W9 Bed N S $Rd § | IRUTRGSY JFa 9Wdl @ giaer |
¥ 1998 HaW TH ¥ V&1 2| A AR & RO FEl UH AR HY g gedt o
T 2 g8 TN 3R 39a uRvARaeT fawg @l we g% uWifad &1 8T & | fUser 100
gui # (1900—2000) arcraRer ¥ CO, I @I A= H 20 ufderd & afg g8 21 a9
1880—1890 & #eg CO, &I AET T 290 YodoTwHo off S I¥ 1980 H @ 315
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fodiouHo, 1990 # 340 WodouHo, 2000 H 400 WoHoTHO TAT I 2010 H 340 WOYIOTHO
g1 AT | AN B & 99 2040 T aradraxer § CO, @1 |igar 450 YlodlovHo dd 99
SRR | CO, &1 dRq®s a9 g™ # 55 Uferd AFe™ § | SPRES—RI d9 &
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A STUDY OF POPULATION DISTRIBUTION, DENSITY
AND GROWTH IN NAYAR BASIN
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